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"Right now, | have kind
of selfish feelings," he
said. "That's athird of our
unit. The other two-thirds
are wishing they could go
over there with them and
help."

1st Sgt. Eric Brown echoed the wish to be with his comrades.

"Y our son, our people, are over therein harm'sway," Brown said, "and you're not
there to be with them."

To give the activated guardsmen a supportive sendoff, several activities are being
planned for Oct. 31.

Newman said the day will begin with a pancake breakfast for the guardsmen and
their families beginning at 8 am. at the American Legion Hall in Dixon.

Ceremonies honoring the men will follow at 10:30 am. at the Dixon High School
football field. Guest speakers will include Dixon Mayor Jim Burke, state Rep.
Jerry Mitchell, state Sen. Todd Sieben and retired Gen. Henry Dixon. A short
parade through town will conclude the activities.

The publicisinvited to all ceremonies. In the event of inclement weather, the
farewell ceremony will be held inside the Dixon Armory.

Kuba, the platoon leader, has been in the National Guard for 15 years. According
to Newman, most of the activated soldiers are specialists, have six years of service
or less and have a college education.

According to Brown, for the benefit of family members who might wish to take a
group photograph of the soldiers, they will be put into formation on the football
field at the farewell ceremony.
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