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Guardsmen learn there's no rosy tint in a war zone 

The 34 are part of 122 soldiers who were ordered to active duty on Oct. 12. They left Fort Polk, 
La., on March 3 for Kuwait to be transported to Iraq. The group included 22 volunteers from 
the headquarters battery in Kewanee, 65 from Galva's Battery F and the 34 from Battery E in 
Dixon. 

The Dixon group includes members from Dixon, Amboy, Franklin Grove, Polo, Sterling, Mount 
Morris, Forreston and Rock Falls. They have been in the Iraqi theater for about a month. 

Currently they are stationed near Baghdad. 

The Dixon armory cannot release the names of the 34 soldiers. State officials say they are 
prohibited from releasing any information due to privacy laws. 

However, Josh Wittenauer of Amboy has sent a few photographs to family members. One was 
of the plane they flew over on. Wittenauer described it as "very uncomfortable." 

Another photo was one of Saddam's palaces. "There are too many to count," Wittenauer wrote. 

A third photo was of his hat, which has his last name in English and Arabic. 

Wittenauer is one of the lucky ones. He has access to a computer and is able to send messages 
via e-mail. He also calls about once a week. 

Paul Wooden of Polo said his son, Spec. Paul Lilley, reported the telephone calls have a delay 
between the voice of his son and the sound being received here. 

"There is a four- to five-second delay and it makes conversation difficult," Wooden said. "He 
has used the phrase 'war is hell' on several occasions. 

In one telephone conversation Lilley said, "You see a couple of reflector mirrors being used by 
the enemy and a short time later mortars are fired. They are using live bullets," Lilley told his 
parents. 

Wooden said his son is nervous and only sleeps two to three hours a night. 

When he leaves the trailer he sleeps in, Lilley reports seeing columns of smoke from terrorist 
attacks. 

Being so far from home makes it difficult when personal tragedy strikes. Lilley's grandmother 
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was buried last week. 

Wooden said the family placed a rose in the coffin, representing Lilley. 

The 2002 Polo High School graduate soon will have a laptop computer. Wooden said the family 
sent him one so he can communicate easier. 

Like Wittenauer, Lilley has sent some photos. A Hummer went over a bomb, but the bomb did 
not go off right away. The bomb caused a 5-foot crater, but Lilley wasn't hurt. 

Lilley joined the National Guard when he was a junior in high school. 

"He wants to make a career out of the Army and see the world, although he may not like the 
portion of the world he's seeing right now," Wooden said. 

The father made a plea for support for the Dixon National Guard group. 

"We are lining up a parents group to raise some money to send packages to the troops. We need 
to send them pieces of individually wrapped candy and individually wrapped beef jerky for the 
Iraqi children. It helps to make friends," Wooden said. 

Another Polo soldier is Tim Bowman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mike Bowman. 

Mike said the group has seen a lot of conflicts and been in several firefights. 

"They are doing what they were trained for, security for convoys and military police training." 

Tim has been in the National Guard for bout 18 months. He spent his 22nd birthday heading 
for Kuwait and his 21st birthday doing readiness training. On his 20th birthday he also was 
working on National Guard training. 

Bowman last heard from his son Saturday evening. Like Wooden, he reports a delay and said 
it's hard to figure out when he's done with a sentence. 

"It makes for difficult communication," Bowman said. 

Bowman said the local Guard families are trying to set up a communications network. 

"When one of us hears from our son and he mentions another local guardsman, we call that 
family to let them know he's all right. It helps the family." Bowman said. 

http://www.saukvalley.com/285892400303037.bsp (2 of 3)4/16/2004 1:35:10 PM



saukvalley.com - Serving Dixon, Sterling, Rock Falls and Northern Illinois

He reported the soldiers are in need of white athletic socks. There is a PX near their base so 
they have access to personal hygiene items. 

"They can use items like plastic sunglasses and hard candy for the children," Bowman said. 

He said a 15-minute call home can take up to 100 minutes off a phone card because of the voice 
delays. Because of the time delays between the Sauk Valley and Baghdad, some calls are 
received at 4 a.m., but when it's your son on the other end, time doesn't matter. 

Bowman said he has not had any photos from his son yet, but he is sending him a disposable 
camera that he can return to have developed here.
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